
PROGRAMME 2018/19

Men’s Midlands 2 west (south)
Barkers Butts 
Earlsdon
Evesham 
Kenilworth 
Kidderminster
Leamington 
Nuneaton Old Eds 
Old Coventrians
Old Laurentian
Rugby St Andrews
Silhillians
Southam

Women’s Championship 2 Midlands

Bletchley 
Buckingham Swans
Kenilworth
Lichfield 2s
Moseley
Old Leamingtonians
Wymondham 
West Bridgford
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KENILWORTH RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED

CLUB OFFICERS 2018-19

President: Willie Whitesmith
Chairman: Peter Blakeman
Treasurer: Johnny Marsh

Secretary: Pete Hall
Men’s  Director of Rugby:  Jai Purewal

1st XV Captain: Bobby Thompson
1st XV Manager: Adam Turner

Head Coach: Currently being advertised
Ladies’ Captain: Becky Hill
Ladies’ Coach: Tim Burden 

GENERAL BAR HOURS

(during season)
SUNDAY:  Noon to 4.00pm

MONDAY: 6.00pm to 8.00pm (later if Darts or Jazz)
TUESDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm

WEDNESDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm
THURSDAY: 6.00pm to 11.00pm

FRIDAY: 6.00pm to 11.30pm
SATURDAY: Noon to 11.30pm

Steward: Paul Phillips 07735270245 
email: steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Headquarters & Ground
The Jack Davies Memorial Ground, Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2AJ

Email: general@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  Tel: 01926 853945  Web site: www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Emmerson Press Ad - added at print stage

We have the experience to help you successfully secure and enhance your financial 
future by offering specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:

INVESTMENT PLANNING  |   RETIREMENT PLANNING 
TAX & ESTATE PLANNING

For further information, or to request your complimentary  
guide to wealth management, contact Jan Bloomer on:

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the 
Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

TEL: 0121 215 0926
WEBSITE: www.andrewwhiting.co.uk

St. James’s Place House, Central Boulevard, 
Blythe Valley Business Park, Solihull, B90 8AR
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Welcome to Kenilworth Rugby Football Club
We extend a warm welcome 

to the players, committee people 
and supporters of our visitors 
today. We also thank our many 
sponsors, large and small, for 
their support.

Last season our men fi nished 
3rd in Mids 2 west (south) behind two very good teams, 
Droitwich and Malvern. They (and the relegated sides 
of Old Yardleians and Berkswell & Balsall) have been 
replaced by Rugby St Andrews and Old Coventrians from 
the league below and Old Laurentian and Kidderminster 
who have been level transferred. It is a very local league 
(with the exception of Kidderminster) hence lots of local 
derbies! Last season in the Warwickshire Shield our 
fi rst and second XV’s went all the way to the fi nal only 
to lose narrowly in both.

Chris Whitehead has resigned his position as 
Head Coach for personal reasons and at time of 
going to press, we are advertising for a new Coach. 
We are delighted that our ex-Colt, Will Maisey, now 
of Coventry, and George Oram, the Coventry second 

row, have agreed to assist in our backs and forwards 
coaching.

Our Ladies’ success continues and last season 
they won their league and reached the fi nal of the 
Intermediate Cup. They now reside in Women’s 
Championship Midlands 2, level 3. 

Our young Colts found it tough at the start of last 
season but as their confi dence grew they came away 
with some good results in the second half. Most have 
remained for this season, and a number have also 
signed up for senior rugby. 

Our projected move to a new site continues to 
frustrate and we are still to conclude a deal on our 
preferred site. A lot of work is being carried out to 
ensure the sale of our existing grounds and the design 
of the new ground. Our revised opening has been put 
back a year to August 2021.

Finally, enjoy the game today, and be advised that 
a warm welcome (not to mention the good beers and 
wines) awaits you in our very friendly and cosy club bar.

Willie Whitesmith, President

We are an independent travel agency with 44 
years’ experience in arranging unforgettable 
tailor made and bespoke worldwide holidays. We 
work with an extensive range of tour operators so 
whether you are looking for family fun in the sun, 

the right holiday for you. 

Our level of personal service and attention 
to detail are points of pride, matched by an 
incredibly knowledgeable team who are able to 
offer impartial and personal suggestions to ensure 

We offer great value and, as proud holders of 
both ABTA and ATOL licences, each booking is 

relax, safe in the knowledge that your dream trip 
is in the hands of travel experts.

Carrick Travel - Your way to the world

 WITH US?

Warwickshire CV8 1HD

T: 01926 858434

E: 

www.carricktravel.com
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A cosy and rustic bistro set in the picturesque Little Virginia 
amongst the thatched cottages and a stone’s throw from 
Kenilworth Castle. 

We serve fresh, locally sourced ingredients with fi ne wines and 
friendly, effi cient service.  

Displaying a tempting Specials Board, an à la carte menu and 
special offers available during the week and at lunch time.

We have a private dining room upstairs for special occasions that 
seats up to 30 guests.

Quote “KRFC” and receive a 20% discount off food for up to 
4 people if you order from the main menu or Specials Board 
Monday to Friday evening.

42 Castle Hill, Kenilworth, CV8 1NB
01926 852074 · www.harringtonsonthehill.com

PHOTO AND HARRINGTONS SIGN BY ROGUE DESIGN, KENILWORTH

Harringtons_Ad_2015.indd   1 05/06/2015   15:54:01

Kenilworth Rugby Football Club
A brief history

Kenilworth RFC was founded in 1924 and after a 
nomadic existence fi nally moved to the current ground 
in Glasshouse Lane in 1947. A full history of the club 
has been written by member Mick Wheatley through 
to 2002.

The club was always deemed a strong “town” side 
and early fi xtures were against similar “town sides” 
who now reside in the National Leagues. The ‘town’ 
fi xture list was taken to the extreme when a fi xture was 
offered against Cardiff 2nds at the Arms Park in return 
for the hospitality offered to them following their visit 
to Kenilworth after a game at Coventry, but the fi xture 
was turned down, ‘we only play town sides’! 

In 1993 the club was at level 10, and in decline, 
and a bold decision was taken to appoint Steve Brain, 
the ex England International hooker, to restore the 
club to its former glories.  A mission statement was 
formed “to make Kenilworth RFC the most successful 
Junior Club in Warwickshire by the year 2000.” The 
subsequent success both on and off the fi eld saw 
Kenilworth promoted consistently to fi nally reside in 
level 5, Midlands 1 Division, which was only one level 
below National League.

Midlands 1 status (level 5) was retained until 
02/03 but only fi ve wins resulted in relegation back 
to Midlands 2. It took Kenilworth four years to return 
to Midlands 1, as champions in 06/07. Season 08/09 
saw the club’s best ever fi nish in level 5, just missing 
out on the play offs and ending a very credible fourth. 
This good work was not extended into season 09/10 
and the club fi nished mid-table but not before a fi ght 
against relegation. Disappointment continued into 
season 10/11 with relegation from National League 
3, Midlands, (level 5) back to Midlands 1 west (level 
6). This set back prompted the club to re-think it’s 
structure and aims and a Future Strategy Group was 
formed in May 2011 to outline how the club was to 
return to the top level of junior rugby, and, hopefully, 
beyond. However, another disappointing season in 
M1w saw further relegation to level 7, league M2west 
south. Almost the same squad then enjoyed a highly 
successful season in 12/13, suffering only two defeats 
and resulting in a championship win and a return to 
level 6. Seasons 13/14, 14/15 and 15/16 were ones of 
consolidation back in level 6. However, a poor 16/17 

season when the squad suffered a lot of injuries saw 
us relegated back to Mids 2 west south, level 7where 
we remained last seaon.

The club owns the lease on 16 acres of land 
(affectionately known as ‘the Cow Patch’) on Glasshouse 
Lane, remote from the fi rst team pitch and clubhouse. 
The club was successful in obtaining Lottery money 
which, together with funds raised by club members, 
helped create four brand new pitches, one with 
fl oodlights, in September 2003. It was always the plan 
to sell the fi rst XV pitch and clubhouse site and move 
to this location but it is now almost certain that both of 
our sites will now be sold and the club is now looking 
at a potential new site within Kenilworth. A feature of 
the club is its strong social side and the club bar has 
a full-time steward and is open six days of the week. 

In March 98 the club voted to become a limited 
company, primarily to relieve the Trustees of an 
unnecessary burden but also to streamline the running 
of the club into an effi cient professional organization.

The club has a successful Minis and Juniors 
Section which has provided a stream of players to 
our own and other senior sides. All levels are present 
throughout the minis and juniors section and this 
section has grown dramatically over the past few years. 
The minis and juniors section achieved the RFU Seal of 
Approval in 2005 and in Nov 2012 this was extended 
to the whole club. A lot of hard work has recently been 
undertaken to combine both sections of the club and 
this has now been achieved. 

A big landmark in the history of Kenilworth took 
place in the summer of 2015 when a Ladies section was 
formed. After playing an initial season of non-league 
rugby, they promptly won their league in 16/17 and 
17/18, as well as reaching the Intermediate Cup fi nal.

The Warwickshire Section of the VMCC is a group of sociable, 
like-minded people with an interest in 2 & 3 wheeled vehicles that are 

over 25 years old. The Section members organise runs predominately on 
a Sunday from April through to October with a run on Boxing Day. The 

average run is about 50 miles with a lunch stop on route. 

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Kenilworth Rugby 
Football Club Glasshouse Lane Kenilworth CV8 2AJ. Most meetings start 

at 8.00pm with a formal meeting followed by a speaker, the exception 
being the June, March, October and December meetings which all start at 

7.30pm.
For a list of events and contact details, visit our website.

www.vmccwarwickshire.co.uk

Warwickshire Section
The Warwickshire Section of the VMCC is a group of sociable, like-minded 
people with an interest in 2 & 3 wheeled vehicles that are over 25 years old. 

The Section members organise runs predominately on a Sunday from 
April through to October with a run on Boxing Day. The average run is about 

50 miles with a lunch stop on route. 

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Kenilworth Rugby Football 
Club, Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth CV8 2AJ. Most meetings start at 8.00pm 
with a formal meeting followed by a speaker, the exception being the June, 

March, October and December meetings which all start at 7.30pm.

For a list of events and contact details, visit our website.
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Jim Angless
Richard Bennett
Paul Donaldson
David Evans
Keith Fairbrother
John Faulkner
Howard Field
David Hardy
Ian Harrison
David Hart
Paul Heathfi eld
Andrew Honess
Keith Jenkins
Rob Jones
Chris Lowthian
Johnny Marsh
Adrian Marsh
Mike Molesworth
Darell Muffi tt
Michael O’Brien
Keith Payne
Tony Philpot
John Rattray
Philip Rowberry
Jonathan Selby
Laurence Sibley
Alistair Smith
Anthony Sollis
Dean Stephenson
Simon Want
John Whittaker

Vice Presidents
HONORARY, LIFE & VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERS

Honorary Members
Rick Homer Dave Rankin
Life Members
J. D. Abbotts
Steve Abbotts
A. H. L. Babb
M. C. Bailey
N. P. Bailey
P. K. Bailey
G. N. Ballinger
Miles E. Barker-Davies
Paul Barrow
Ian F. Beaumont
D.  Bellamy
Phil Bellamy
Cliff S. Bellerby
Mark Bennett
P. M. Best
Rob Blacklock
Simon Bladon
Mike Blakeman
Peter Blakeman
Elle Blakeman
Elizabeth Blakeman
Olivia Blakeman
Reg Blundell
M. J. Blythe
M. L. Bolton
Helga Bolton
Zoe J. Bolton
Ian Bowden
Roy Bowden
Peter Boyle
A. J. Bratby
Robert Bulow
Robin Cardwell
George Carr
Dom Carrick
Mike Carrick
John P. Chambers
Colin Charvill
Adam Clifford
Brian J. Clifford
Martin J. Clifford
D. J. Coldrick
T. J. Critchlow

D. P. Davies
J. L. Davies
Douglas Day
Charles Depellette
Derek Depellette
Colin Dick
Bruce Doe
D. J. Elbourne
Chris Elgar
Brian Elliott
A.  English
D. J. Fish
Alan F. Fisher
Christine Forster-Le Voi
P. R. Gibson
John Gilbert
Moss Gold
John Gregory
Peter Hall
Iain M. Harper
D.  Harris
James R. Holbrook
Chris Holmes
Steve Horner
Tim Hunt
J. R. A. Jack
Gideon Jewel
Alan J. Johnson
Alan G. Jones
P. L Jones
C.  Kaye
Andy Kennel
David Kennel
S.  Kirk
Brian E. Le Voi
S. J. Lenton
M. A. H. Lewis
R. T. Lloyd
T. J. R. Lloyd
Peter Lynes
G. J. D. MacDonald
Daryl Marvelly
Jason Marvelly

Roger Marvelly
Rob T. McDaide
S. W. Morris
R. J. O’Connell
Steve Oliver
David B. Parry
J. N. Pearson
C. J. S. Pendle
D. M. Phillips
R. S. L. Pilbin
P.  Plumber
Terry Pope
Peter Poulton
Nicholas Prince
Adrian J. Prince
Jai Purewal
J. G. Raymond
Rob Rowan
C. R. Sellars
P. David Simmons
G.  Simpson
Dave Smith
Debbie Smith
Mike J. Springthorpe
M. P. Stansfi eld
Gary Stephens
Steve Sutherland
M. D. Taylor
Kes M. Teeling
Adam Turner
Colin Turner
Jim Turner
I. V. Watson
Robert Whalley
Chris Wheatley
Mick Wheatley
Willie J. Whitesmith
Lucy C. Willats
D. N. Woodward

Honorary Vice Presidents
John Brennan
Brian Emmerson

Richard Fonge
Dave Hunt

Honorary Life Members
John L. Davies
David Duckham

John Harlow
H.N. Spencer

Bernard Sibley
Lynne Whitehall

Wayne Morgan
Andrew Whiting

THE COMPLETE RANGE OF 
TECHNICAL TAPES & ADHESIVES

CONVERT TO INDASOL FOR 
ALL YOUR BONDING 
REQUIREMENTS

For further information, samples and 
a demonstration, please contact:

 0121 556 9900

 enquiry@indasol.co.uk

www.indasol.co.uk

C
O

.U
K

THE COMPLETE RANGE OF

NDASOL FOR
DING 
S

GIVE US 
A TRY...

MENS HAIR SALON
3 Warwick House, Station Road, Kenilworth.

Tel: 01926 512237
Mon - Thur: 8.45 - 5.30 · Friday: 8.45 - 6.15

Saturday: 8.30 - 4.30
Sunday Closed
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CONTACT LIST

Role Name Phone Email address

CHAIRMAN Peter Blakeman 07710094245  chairman@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN Johnny Marsh 07718322394  vicechairman@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

PRESIDENT Willie Whitesmith 07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

TREASURER Johnny Marsh 07718322394  treasurer@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

SECRETARY Pete Hall 07966086071  secretary@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

MINIS & JUNIORS CHAIRMAN Kerry Kirwan 07775534348 kerry.kirwan@warwick.ac.uk 

COMMERCIAL Roger Roberts 07966243112  commercial@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

GROUND Bruce Doe 07595893825  brucedoe@btinternet.com

PROGRAMME EDITOR, TICKET 
INFO, CLUB PRESS RELEASES Willie Whitesmith 07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

MEMBERSHIP Pete Hall 07966086071  membership@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

HOUSE Nick Moore 07973425450  Moores22@aol.com

SPONSORSHIP Roger Roberts 07966243112  sponsorship@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 

DIRECTOR OF RUGBY Jai Purewal 07968135023  jaipurewal@hotmail.com

COACHING CO-ORDINATOR Stuart Hayward-Higham stuhhighkrfc@gmail.com 

1st XV MANAGER & REGISTRATION Adam Turner 07947902263  adamjamesturner@gmail.com

COACH - fi tness Dan Careless 07775028759  daniel@dmagroup.co.uk

2nd XV MANAGER  Adam Turner 07947902263  adamjamesturner@gmail.com

3RD/VETS XV ORGANISER  Jai Purewal 07968135023  jaipurewal@hotmail.com 

COLTS’ COACH Danny Rawlins 07397535616  tighthead@ntlworld.com

COLTS’ MANAGER Jonathan Brown 07944352723  jb@nortonbrown.co.uk

LADIES’ CHAIRWOMAN Caz Spence 07790847162 ladies@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

LADIES’ COACH Tim Burden  tburden626@gmail.com 

LADIES’ CAPTAIN Rebecca Hill 07964363007  r3.hill@gmail.com 

FIXTURES SECRETARY   Graham Ballinger  07740683821  fi xtures@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

REFEREES’ COORDINATOR   Simon Jevons    referees@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER Helena A. Moore 07751872695 safeguardingkrfc@gmail.com 

200 CLUB   Roger Roberts   07966243112  200club@kenilworthrugby.co.uk  

STEWARD   Paul Phillips   07735270245  steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk   

FORMER PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION  Pete Boyle  07801914833  formerplayers@kenilworthrugby.co.uk    

MATCH REPORTS   Sophie Freestone 07729442930  s.e.l.freestone@hotmail.co.uk

COMMUNICATIONS &
VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR Serena Roberts 07764188040  communications@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

WEBSITE Willie Whitesmith 07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM HIRE Paul Phillips 07735270245  steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

MOTOR CARAVANNERS/CAMPING Willie Whitesmith 07715174723  president@kenilworthrugby.co.uk
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Dai Davies, President 1990-96

developing fresh ideas
for a bright future 

Proud sponsors of Kenilworth Rugby Club

aja architects
AJA Architects have an established reputation in the successful provision

of architectural and development services across all the commercial
sectors, combining demonstrable experience with a fresh, innovative

approach to each project

AJA Architects LLP· 1170 Elliott Court· Herald Avenue
Coventry Business Park· Coventry· CV5 6UB
Tel 024 7625 3200· www.aja-architects.com

Rugby coaching and administration team 18/19

Mikkel 
Andresen

Tim 
Burden

Fresh for the 2018/19 season, we have a new look 
senior coaching & management team - we wish them 
all the very best of luck.
Men’s Director of Rugby: Jai Purewal
Men’s Senior Rugby Manager: Adam Turner
1st XV Captain: Bobby Thompson
Player/Head Coach: Currently being advertised
Backs’ Coach: Will Maisey, former KRFC player and 
now Coventry RFC fl y-half
Forwards’ Coach: George Oram, Coventry RFC  
second row
Strength & Conditioning Coach: our own Daniel 
Careless
Ladies’ Captain: Becky Hill

Ladies’ Head Coach: Tim Burden
Ladies’ Development Team Coach: Tony Timms
Ladies’ Skills Coach: Steve Haynes 
Colts’ Management: Danny Rawlins, Jonathan 
Brown and Lynden Sinnett 
Head Physiotherapist: Becky Large
Club Touch Judges: Joss Selby and Yann Lawrence 

It is good to report that Mikkel Andresen has 
continued to play for Denmark. Our ex-Colts, Will 
Maisey and Will Owen are starring for Coventry and 
Doncaster Knights respectively and there are many of 
our former players playing for teams in the National 
Leagues. One, scrum-half Karl Dickson, has now 
fi nished playing with Harlequins & England and has 
now taken up refereeing to a high standard.George Oram 

Will Maisey, 2011
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Kenilworth Jazz ClubKenilworth Jazz Club
“showcasing young talent”

Come along once a month – usually the first 
Monday of each month – to see Live Jazz in a 

comfortable friendly atmosphere. Held at 
Kenilworth Rugby Club, there is a bar and plenty 
of seating. Maybe you know someone we should 

be featuring; let us know! 
If you want to see what’s coming up or contact us, 

visit our website below or just give us a ring.

www.kenilworthjazzclub.co.uk
Tel: 07960 234939

j g

l h l

A muddy day at SilhilliansDan Roberts

PROPOSED MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR SEASON 2018-2019

The annual subscription fee for membership of 
KRFC was £100 in Season 2017-2018.  

It is proposed that for Season 2018-2019 the 
membership subscription fee remains at £100. 

It is also proposed that if the club is in receipt of 
the full payment of the membership subscription for 
season 2018-2019 on or before September 30th 2018, 
the paying member will receive £10 credited to their 
membership card, to be redeemed over the bar in the 
clubhouse.  

An optional VP membership rate is available, at 
£125. The VP membership will continue to offer the 
benefi t of free entry to home games, in addition to 
the same membership benefi ts available to all other 
members. The £10 credit will be extended to VP 
members if the club is in receipt of the full payment of 
the membership subscription fee for season 2018-2019 
on or before September 30th 2018. 

The membership for a child playing for the M&Js 
will be based on a single family with one playing child, 
and that subscription fee remains at £100.  

For a family with two or more playing children, the 
subscription fee remains at £140. 

If the club is in receipt of the full payment of the 
membership subscription for season 2018-2019 on 
or before September 30th 2018, then the £10 credit 
offer will be applied. This offer will only be applied 
once per family, on full payment of the subscription. 
No additional credit will be offered for any additional 
child members.

However, if subs are not received by the end of 
October then the member’s bar card will be suspended, 
losing the benefi t of the member’s discount. If any 
playing member does not pay their subs by this date 
then they will not be selected for any Kenilworth XV.  

Life memberships are still available, for £1100. 

Anyone subscribing as a new life member for season 
2018-2019 and paying their subscription in full on or 
prior to September 30th 2018 will receive a £10 credit 
on their membership card. Unfortunately, we cannot 
offer any credit to existing life members.  

Qualification for reduced subscription rates for 
student memberships, and concessions for armed forces 
personnel and low attendance players or members, to be 
determined at the discretion of the Senior Committee. 
The £10 credit offer will not be made available to 
members paying a reduced subscription fee. 

Summary:  
For standard membership, 

the subscription fee is £100 

Optional:  
Vice President Membership £125 

(to include free entry to home games) 
Life Membership £1100 

£10 will be credited to the membership card of 
any member paying in full on or before September 30th 
2018, for a subscription for season 2018-2019. 

Direct Debit Options
There are also the following monthly direct debit 

options available. Please note that the £10 credit 
offer for early payment is not applicable when paying 
monthly by direct debit.  

• Standard membership / family membership with 
a single playing child is £9 per month. 

• Family membership with more than one playing 
child is £12 per month.  

• VP membership is £11 per month. 

There is currently no monthly payment available 
for life memberships.  
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Kenilworth RFC, the begining
Extract from Black & Blue, the History of Kenilworth RFC, 1924-2002, Mick Wheatley

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT LAND AGENTS

Specialists in the sale and acquisition 
of housing land

  Single plots to multi-acreage sites

Strategic and immediate land

Call Tony Philpot (07967) 592018
Email: tony@philpotproperties.co.uk

Philpot_KRFC_Ad.indd   1 03/07/2016   21:06:18

In 1924 two primary motivators recognised the 
need for a Rugby Club in Kenilworth.  One, R. K. Crouch 
a distinguished player, from Old Edwardians and North 
Midlands, the other A. J. Hacking, the local Headmaster 
from School Lane School.

Hacking had two sons, Bob and Jack, who were 
keen rugby players from Warwick School and Crouch 
a brother who was also a good player.  Consequently, 
a meeting was called at the School House, now the 
Fire Station, at the Abbey Fields end of School Lane.  
This meeting elected Dr. G. T. Cregan as President, W. 
E. Taylor as Secretary, Ted Salkeld Treasurer, L. Phelps 
as what is now called team manager and the Club 
Captain, Dennis Salkeld.

L. Phelps picked the short straw, as in those days 
the telephone was not a common household appliance.  
The halfpenny post could be relied upon far more than 
today, but the old players were similarly unreliable in 
their responses as their modern-day counterparts.  The 
motorcar was not readily available, so the railway from 
a very active Kenilworth Station was the main source 
of transport.

The year of 1924 was the year George Napa’s All 
Blacks visited our shores.  This could have prompted 
Kenilworth to start their embryonic career wearing 
black, but it is more likely that black jerseys were 
easily available.  It was in this strip that our virgin team 
travelled to the Memorial Park in Coventry to meet the 
Warwick Yeomanry on Saturday September 20th 1924.

The Memorial Park had several pitches marked 
out, complete with posts, to facilitate not only The 
Yeomanry, but Hearsall, Coventrians, Earlsdon and 
Trinity Guild who also played there.  Besides this, there 
was only a hut with limited changing cubicles, so the 
general form was to fi nd a convenient hedge, as the 
park was still very much-undeveloped fi elds which had 
only been donated two years earlier.

The outcome of this fi rst venture was a 0 - 3 defeat, 
mainly down to a couple of Kenilworth combatants 
arriving at half-time having been wrongly directed from 
Coventry Station.

They were to travel to the Memorial Park once 
again to meet the already established Trinity Guild for 
a fi rst win 13 - 0, before establishing a home ground 

and Kenilworth fi xture.
The ground was provided by the Kenilworth St. 

Johns Cricket Club in Warwick Road, now Kenilworth 
Cricket Club on what is known as the Leek Wootton 
Road.  The posts were purchased by A L Crouch from 
Lester Stickley, of the renowned scrap yard, now a 
housing estate off Dalehouse Lane.  At the time he also 
owned a timber yard in Henry Street that mysteriously 
burnt down in the thirties.  The changing facilities were 
provided by the Earl Clarendon in Warwick Road, where 
there was an old-fashioned wash house in the yard, in 
return for some drinking afterwards.

The game was played against Five Ways Old 
Edwardians and Kenilworth lost 9 - 3, but they were 
now established as an entity.  This unfortunately only 
lasted until their fi nal home game at Warwick Road on 
February 21st 1925 against Earlsdon Harlequins, when 
it became apparent that Rugby and Cricket on the same 
surface were not compatible.  However, Kenilworth had 
concluded their fi rst season including an 11 - 0 defeat 
by Coventry Extras at home constituting the highlight 
of their season, as they were faced with the likes of Alf 
Wyman, Neb Wheatley, Mayo, Pitcher and Gascoigne, 
all future Warwickshire players.

Kenilworth in their fi rst season had fi elded the 
Crouch and Hacking brothers and been captained 
admirably by Ted Salkeld.  Amongst the other players 
of note were Fred Snelson, a well know town butcher, 
Ken Gee, a farmer, soon through his uncle to provide 
a ground for the Club and Cyril Grindrod a future fi re 
chief of Kenilworth, all now sadly passed on.  The bulk 
of the side had attended Warwick School, a source of 
players for many years to come.
999 year lease signed on Rocky Lane site Dec 85; 
back row: Jim Lyons, Bob McLeavy - front row: John 
Davies, Geof Jordan, Jack Davies, Chris Pendle
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FED UP
WITH

YOUR TINY
STUDENT
ROOM?

Check out our large double rooms in the picture.

All are en-suite doubles with plenty of space to

stretch out.

Brand new, so everything is fresh and new.

Add to that superfast broadband and 

weekly cleaning. You have found the perfect

place to stay.

The property is ideally located for students studying 

at University of Birmingham, BCU and in particular the 

Medical School.

ALL 112 ROOMS
ARE EN SUITE

DOUBLES 
AT £135 PW 

ALL INCLUSIVE

FED UP
WITH

YOUR TINY
STUDENT
ROOM?

AVAILABLE
FOR 

SEPTEMBER

2018

www.studenthallsbirmingham.com

For more details or call Shelly 01926 511915

ROLL OF HONOUR 2017/2018

First XV

Played 26, W15, L11: Pts for 708, Agst 555

League position M2ws, 3rd of 12

Top Points Scorer, Alex Selby, 104 (4t, 33c, 6p) 

Top Try Scorers, Bobby Thompson & Gaz Renowden (16)

1st XV Player of the Year, Dan Roberts

1st XV Players’ Player of the Year, Charlie Stevens 

Special Award, Adam Turner

Second XV

Played 13, W9, L4: Pts for 394, Agst 247

Top Points Scorer, Adam Turner, 40 (8t) 

Top Kicker, Tom Clayton, 22 (11c,)

2nd XV Player of the Year, Ed Rogers

Warwickshire League 1, 2nd of 8

Third XV/Pirates

Played 4, W2, L2: Pts for 147, Agst 141

Top Points Scorer, Mark Bennett, 31 (1t, 13c)

Top Try Scorer, Tim Wilson (4)

3rd XV Player of the Year, Mark Bennett 

Best Excuse not to play, Drew Dingley (resident in 
Amsterdam)

Colts

Played 21, W10, L11: Pts for 419, Agst 402

Top Points Scorer, Will Morgan, 70 (1t, 22c, 7p) 

Top Try Scorer, Rob Poulter (12)

Forward of Year: Finn Nicholas

Back of Year: Will Morgan

Coach’s’ Player of Year: Jack Rawlins

Manager’s Player of Year: Rob Poulter

Awards

‘Jack Pilbin’ Clubman of the Year: 
Paul & Lyndsey Hendricks

Barbarians Award: Pag Jones

Alex Wallis Award: Tondi Mpambawashe

Dan Roberts

Charlie Stevens

Tondi Mpambawashe
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Insight Services are  
proud to be associated 
with Kenilworth RFC

The Smart Choice  
for Professionals

Of r

www r r

Astrum are proud 
to be associated with 
Kenilworth RFC

Office Cleaning Services
The Smart Choice
for Professionals

www.astrumcommercialcleaning.co.uk

0121 693 1503 

 Games Tries Cons Pens Sin Bin Pts Av. Pts
Alex Selby 23 4 33 6  104 4.5
Bobby Thompson 24 16 6   92 3.8
Gaz Renowden 25 16 1   82 3.3
Simon Tyler 12 5 16 3  66 5.5
Mikkel Andresen 20 11   1 55 2.8
Ed Hannam 13 9    45 3.5
Charlie Stevens 23 8   1 40 1.7
Dan Minks 15 6    30 2.0
Rhys Jones 16 4    20 1.3
Ollie Burman 10 4    20 2.0
Nick Gerber 22 3    15 0.7
Jai Purewal 7 3    15 2.1
Rob Thomason 10 2 1   12 1.2
Will Johnson 25 2    10 0.4
Dan Roberts 23 2   1 10 0.4
Ollie Sharples 16 2   1 10 0.6
Raj Bahey 10 2    10 1.0
Harry Philpot 8 2    10 1.3
Tommy Jones 8 2    10 1.3
Harry Kaufman 3 2    10 3.3
Penalty Try  1 1   7 
Sam Went 14 1    5 0.4
Jimmy Scott 12 1    5 0.4
Will Blackmore 10 1    5 0.5
Chris Whitehead 8 1    5 0.6
David Bromfi eld 6 1    5 0.8
Kurt Morgan 4 1    5 1.3
Hector Smith 3 1    5 1.7
Chris Pemble 13     0 0.0
Tondi Mpambawashe 13    1 0 0.0
Rhidian Booth 9     0 0.0
Josh O’Brien 8     0 0.0
Ross Lowthian 5     0 0.0
Jonny Openshaw 5     0 0.0
Adam Turner 5     0 0.0
Lloyd Phillips 5     0 0.0
Ed Rogers 4     0 0.0
Harry Abell 4     0 0.0
Marcus Andrew 4     0 0.0
Andy Funnell 4     0 0.0
Thomas Naismith 4     0 0.0
Joe Yeomanson 3     0 0.0
Ryan Spriggs 3     0 0.0
Adam Clifford 3     0 0.0
Dan Careless 3     0 0.0
James Jackson 2     0 0.0

FIRST XV SCORERS AND APPEARANCES 2017/18 Nick Gerber

Gaz Renowden

Chris Pemble

Tommy Jones



20 Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2018/19

we are passionate 

about community

We hold beer and food 
events throughout the year 
and specialise in designing 
bespoke premium beer menus
for our customers. Please 
contact the team for 
more information.

Recycle whenever
and whatever we can
Waste paper, plastic, tins 
and anything else that can 
be recycled through a 
privately implemented 
recycling scheme.

Champion Beer and 

food matching

We hold beer and food
events throughout the 
year and specialise in
designing specialist premium

beer menus for our customers.

Please contact the team
for more information.

WWW.PURITYBREWING.COM
CALL US ON 01789 488007 OR DROP US AN EMAIL ON SALES@PURITYBREWING.COM

CRAFTED WITH A CONSCIENCE

Kenilworth Pirates Tour to Birkenhead Park
Fashionably late, long walks and sing songs

Having been formed 
in 1978, the Kenilworth 
Vets celebrated its 40th 
anniversary by venturing 
north to Hoylake, Liverpool. 
A scandalous break in 
tradition saw tour organiser 
Dominic Carrick arrange to 
travel two weeks before 
Easter. Catching JF’s holiday 
planning out, James was 
able to make the tour, a 
welcome return. New tourists 
included Thumper Dingley, 

Craig Sillars, Steve Morris, Ed Hunter, Ian Bowden & 
Tim Wilson.

As with tradition, fashionable tour clothing was 
acquired including the very useful “Gillet”. In cooler 
temperatures, the coach headed north from Kenilworth 
to its fi rst stop the White Lion at Barthomley. Copious 
amounts of lemonade were quaffed, and tasty bar food 
sampled. It was at this point that tour raconteur DC 
arrived having taken a sabbatical to Warwick Hospital; 
ever one to make an entrance!

Staying in a modern Holiday Inn express in Hoylake 
party members sampled local beer and cuisine in 
surrounding hostelries and restaurants, venturing as 
far afi eld as West Kirby.

On the Saturday morning; those playing were 
grateful for having stuck to lemonade and travelled 
to Birkenhead Park completely refreshed. Due to the 
game being one week earlier than usual the pitches 
were extremely boggy resulting in a 5-mile hike to a 
park pitch with minimal lines. Against an actual vet’s 

side, Kenilworth produced some excellent and not so 
excellent rugby; the result being a combative 29 - 22 
to the hosts. Try scorers included Wilson, Bowden & Dr 
Trafford. There is something extremely funny playing 
rugby with a referee using 2018 laws, when most of the 
players were playing laws from the 1980’s... 

In what can only be described as the perfect 
clubhouse Kenilworth and Birkenhead went head to 
head in a singing competition lasting at least 3 hours. 
Who will ever forget Mark Powell being dragged into 
the limelight against his will; only to belt out the best 
rendition of “Delilah” ever heard in these parts. After 
the drinking of various jugs and shorts, we fi nally left 
BRFC in high spirits - this is why you still play and 
encapsulates what vet’s rugby is all about. Saturday 
night was spent in local bars in Hoylake; one highlight 
being Dave Kennel mistaking the live singer for Rick 
Astley and then dancing alone in a pub fi lled with 
hardened members of the local lifeboat crew to “Never 
gone give you up”.

Sunday morning will be remembered for being one 
of the coldest on record. Walking along the front at 
Hoylake was -6 degrees and it was snowing. As we left, 
the obligatory request to check everyone was on board 
revealed Drew Dingley had forgotten his father... who 
fi nally emerged from the hotel only to fall off the kerb...

On the way back the Vets had lunch in the Bear at 
Hodnet. Excellent beer and an excellent Sunday lunch 
were followed by David “Dash” Ashworth holding court; 
the pickled eggs fi nally making an appearance. Everyone 
agreed this had been an excellent tour; we finally 
managed to play a good vets side and if the Birkenhead 
Park feedback is anything to go by we were considered 
the best touring side they had hosted in years. 

Mark Powell 
“Delilah”
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SIX NATIONS 
FIXTURES 2019 

Round 1

Friday 1st February - France v Wales (8.00pm)

Saturday 2nd February - Scotland v Italy (2.15pm)

Saturday 2nd February - Ireland v England (4.45pm)

Round 2

Saturday 9th February -  Scotland v Ireland (2.15pm)

Saturday 9th February -  Italy v Wales (4.45pm)

Sunday 10th February -  England v France (3.00pm)

Round 3

Saturday 23rd February -  France v Scotland (2.15pm)

Saturday 23rd February -  Wales v England (4.45pm)

Sunday 24th February - Italy v Ireland (3.00pm)

Round 4

Saturday 9th March - Scotland v Wales (2.15pm)

Saturday 9th March - England v Italy (4.45pm)

Sunday 10th March - Ireland v France (3.00pm) 

Round 5

Saturday 16th March - Italy v France (12.30pm)

Saturday 16th March - Wales v Ireland (2.45pm)

Saturday 16th March - England v Scotland (5.00pm)

INTERNATIONAL TICKETS

The club rules are that only fully paid up Members, 
VP Members and Life Members can apply and 
receive International Tickets. Payment is required in 
advance and a refund given for tickets not received.

WARWICKSHIRE CUPS/SHIELDS
Last year the main Warwickshire Cup was won 

by Nuneaton who defeated Newbold in the semi fi nal 
and Sutton Coldfi eld (29-28) in the fi nal. Nuneaton 
completed the double by “winning” the Second XV 
Cup without playing a game! We competed in the 
Warwickshire Shield at both fi rst and second XV level. 
We reached the fi nal of both but lost to Earlsdon 10-13 
and Berkswell & Balsall 18-20. 

This season the Warwickshire Cups have retained 
the same structure as last season with levels 5 & 6 
playing for the ‘senior’ cup and levels 7 & 8, where 
we are, playing for the Warwickshire Shield. This split 
has also been extended to the 2nd XV Warwickshire 
Cup. The dates are:

Warwickshire Shield (levels 7 + 8)

Prelim round – to be played on or before Sunday 
26th August 

First round – to be played on or before Sunday 30th 
Dec

Quarter Final round – to be played on or before 
Sunday 20th Jan

Semi Final round – to be played on Sunday 24th Feb

Final round – to be played on Sunday 16th March 

Warwickshire 2nd XV Shield (levels 7 + 8)

Prelim round – to be played on or before Sunday 
7th October

First round – to be played on or before Sunday 28th Oct

Quarter Final rounds – to be played on or before 
Sunday 18th Nov

Semi Final rounds – to be played on Sunday 27th Jan

Final round – to be played on Sunday 3rd March

17/18 season, Losing Shield Finalists
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SOLUTIONS IN STEEL

Coventry Construction Limited, Torrington Avenue, Coventry CV4 9AP
Tel: 024 7646 4484 · Fax: 024 7669 4020 · email: info@covcon.co.uk · web: www.covcon.co.uk

Coventry Construction, established for nearly 
60 years, has gained an excellent reputation for 
the design, fabrication and erection of steelwork 
in, amongst others, areas listed below:

Structural - Portal Framed Units, Office Blocks, 
Schools/Universities, Hospitals, Car Plants.

Secondary - Walkways, Cat Ladders, 
Handrailing, Fire Escapes.

Architectural (including stainless steel) - 
Pedestrian Staircases, Spiral/Helical Staircases, 
Balustrading, General.

Cladding Systems - Built-up Standing Seam, 
Composite, Rain Screen, Bespoke architectural 
feature work.

Contact us now about your project and find out 
the excellent solutions we can offer.
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MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP 
CATEGORIESCATEGORIES  
TO SUIT ALL TO SUIT ALL 

REQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTS

PLEASE CALL:

01926 858517
OR EMAIL:

secretary@kenilworthgolfclub.co.uk

MIDLANDS 2 West (South) - 2017-18 Season
Team  P      W      D      L     PF     PA Pts 
Droitwich                       22     21     0      1    804    317     103
Malvern                         22     19     0      3   1007    386     96
Kenilworth                      22     13      0      9    624    500     68
Earlsdon                        22     12      0     10    504    401     63
Barkers Butts                   22     12      0     10    502    519     58
Evesham                         22     11      0     11    392    370    53
Silhillians                     22     11      0     11    452    482      53
Leamington                      22      9      0     13    486    526     52
Nuneaton Old Edwardians         22      8      0     14    495    540     45
Southam                         22      8      0     14    492    542     44
Berkswell & Balsall             22      8      0     14    347    456    40
Old Yardleians                  22      0      0     22    104   1170      -4*

Philpot and Le Voi scoop golf cups
Club veterans, Tony Philpot and Brian Le Voi, 

walked away with the silverware from the 2018 
Spurgeon Cup and the inaugural Stewards Trophy golf 
tournaments at Kenilworth Golf Club during June. 

Established in 1949, the Spurgeon Cup has been an 
annual golf competition for all club members. Norman 
Spurgeon donated the trophy to the club to encourage 
club members to keep fi t during the long summer lay-off; 
and also have a jolly good party. 

In 2018 the Spurgeon Cup was joined by the 
Stewards Trophy (a parallel competition for pairs) and 
saw the competition organising committee, led-by 
Chris Wheatley, Tony Philpot and Alistair Smith, extend 
participation to include former members and players.  

The event was sponsored by Premier Student Halls 
and Andrew Whiting Wealth Management. 

The fi eld was led away by Rob Blacklock, Gordon 
Mitchell, Harry Pratt and Harry Gould. Rob and Gordon 
had benefi ted from a golf training week and had clearly 
over-trained. Both the Harry’s were used to the wide 
open fairways of Nuneaton Golf Club and began with 
what proved to be some regular excursions into the 
woods.

Some excellent driving was seen from Chris Hart 
and Johnny Marsh. Sadly it was in a buggy and not 
on the course. 

Early pace setters included Colin Charvil and Andy 
Pittaway but they fell away as Charles Travis made a 
push up the leader board. 

Defending Champion, Glyn Owen, was chancing his 
luck with his fades and draws. But wayward drives on 
5, 6 and 12 saw his defence begin to falter. 

The delicate and charming touches from Paul 
Phillips, in and around the green, were off the pace 
and he began to slip down the leader board. 

Rising star, Chris Wheatley, took aim on the 7th 
and with pinpoint accuracy, and guidance from Barry 
Langford, claimed to be nearest the pin. 

A booming drive by Dean Stephenson spread the 
gallery as Charlie Westrope bludgeoned his way to the 
longest drive of the day on the 12th. 

Throughout the afternoon Philpot’s steady and 
seasoned approach play took him to the top of the 
leader board with Travis and Marsh (Adrian JG) in 
hot pursuit. 

Brian Le Voi tried the patience of the timekeeper 
but, with the support and encouragement of his 
grandson Jacob Forster, the pair kept in the points on 
every hole. 

Gary Lake (of Andrew 
Whiting) & Tony Philpot

Jacob Foster & 
Brian Le Voi
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Proud to be property advisors to Kenilworth Rugby Club

RETAIL/OFFICE/INDUSTRIAL AGENCY

DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANCY   

VALUATION   

RATING  

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT   

PROFESSIONAL    

For local knowledge and expertise contact: 

Bill Wareing

T: 01926 430700

E: bill.wareing@wareingandcompany.co.uk

www.wareingandcompany.co.uk 

Wareing & Company



Kenilworth 
Mini and Junior Rugby 

• Under 6s to Under 16s, Girls Tag 
 and Colts 
• Training and matches each week 
• Over 400 boys and girls
• RFU Qualified and DBS checked coaches
• Family events throughout the year 
• End of season age group awards 
• Opportunity to tour
• RFU seal of approval

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Every Sunday at 10.30, September to May

Come and play rugby!
www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

You’ll get a warm welcome at the Club and Cowpatch

Join · Volunteer · Sponsor 

•  Make new friends
•  Get fit
•  Learn new skills
•  Fun and safe    
 environment
•  Be part of one of the   
 largest M&J clubs in   
 the area
•  Great events for kids   
 (and parents too!)
•  Hallowe’en Party
•  Santa's Grotto
•  End of Season Festival
•  Carnival Float
•  And for the parents
•  Sporting Dinners
•  Pre-match lunches
•  Quiz nights
•  Christmas Ball
•  Club Dinner
•  Ladies Lunches 
•  …and much 
 more…

Why volunteer?Why join?

Why sponsor?

• This is YOUR Club
• Your skills and help   
 would be greatly   
 appreciated -    
 membership, float builds,  
 event organising etc.
• Just an hour or two a   
 week would really help
• Make new friends and   
 become part of the Club
• Help continue the success  
 of the M&J section

• Promote your business or   
 company to more than    
 1,000  members 
• We are one of  the leading   
 Clubs in the Midlands and   
 South Warwickshire 
• Packages from player    
 sponsorship, pitch side    
 boards to full team
• For further details please   
 contact Roger Roberts on   
 07966 243 112 email:   
commercial@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 
 or Peter Blakeman on    
 07710 094 245 email: 
peter@jonicengineering.co.uk

•  Christmas Ball
•  Club Dinner
•  Ladies Lunches 
•  …and muchhhhhhhhh   
 more…
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“Advisers to the
independently
minded.”

024 7625 7481           WWW.SGDUK.COM           info@sgduk.com

                         Chartered Accountants & Chartered Tax Advisers

Tax Compliance

Inheritance Tax & 
Trusts

Financial Advice

Assurance & 
Accountancy

Business Start Up 
Services

Tax Consultancy

Probate & Estate 
Administration

Client Portal

accounting advice.

How can we help you?

question then call Emily or Vanisha on 024 7625 7481

Ex Kenilworth M&Js, Fin Gibson, represented 
Leicester Tigers in this year’s U18 Premiership Academy 
League fi nal at Allianz Park. 

Tiger’s U18 were undefeated in the Northern 
Conference League, with wins over Wasps, Sale 
Sharks, Worcester Warriors, Leeds 
Carnegie and Newcastle Falcons. Fin 
has played at hooker or prop, in all of 
those Tiger’s games.

The fi nal featured the Tiger’s v 
Gloucester, who were the southern 
conference winners and also 
undefeated this season going into 
the fi nal.

Tigers won the fi nal 43-21. This 
was the fi rst time the Tigers have 
won the Academy League!

At 16 years old, Fin was the 
youngest player in either squad. 

Fin started out as an Under-6 at Kenilworth 
M&Js and played for the club through to Under-16 
level.                                                                                                                                           

In September 2015, Fin joined Leicester Tigers 
DPP at 14 and won an U18 Academy contract in May 

2017. He has been studying and 
training at Brooksby Melton College, 
Melton Mowbray and the Tigers 
AASE training centre.

Fin now has five weeks rest 
and then into a 10-week pre-season 
program with a tour to Ireland where 
Tiger’s will play Munster U18’s in 
Limerick and Leinster U18’s in Dublin.

So, for all you current M&Js, 
work hard and remember that your 
dreams can come true with the right 
mindset and work ethic!

Ex Kenilworth M&J in U18 
Premiership Academy League fi nal winning team

KRFC Girls Tag Team fi nish the season in style
We started off the season with a good number of 

players allowing us the fi eld 2 teams at most of our 
tournaments. We split the girls by age and experience, 
creating a Cougars and a Kittens side.

In training we focused on the basics, good passing 
and catching, supporting your team. Having two squads 
allowed the girls to play together regularly and getting 
to know their teammates well.

The Girls teams are part of the West Midlands Tag 
League and play tag rugby across a mixed age range. 
We play a tournament format, at 11 clubs throughout 
Warwickshire as well as Birmingham, Old Laurentians 
and Bromyard.

There were 11 tournaments throughout the season, 
with Kenilworth winning 6 of these and fi nishing in the 
top 5 in the others. They showed impressive passing 
and speed to regularly score tries and outstanding 
defence making it diffi cult for the opposition to score. 
This culminated in Kenilworth winning the West 
Midlands Tag League for the fi rst time ever!

The girls also went on their 2nd tour, enjoying a 

fabulous weekend watching Loughborough Ladies, 
team building and a large amount of silliness!

The end of season curry and awards fi nished off the 
season in style with many girls receiving recognition 
for the hard work. In particular, two girls who have just 
fi nished playing with us aged 18 years, having played 
rugby since the age of 7. I am sure Rosie and Amy will 
go on to play more rugby as they are too good not too!
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Another season of success for Kenilworth Ladies
The Ladies have now been part of Kenilworth RFC’s 

rugby programme for three seasons, and what a three 
seasons they have been. Having secured their place in 
the league system for 2016/17, they went on to win 
the league at the fi rst attempt to gain promotion into 
Women’s NC Midlands 1 for the start of the 2017/18 
campaign.

One-off titles are, of course, to be celebrated. 
However, the true sign of success is when those titles 
are backed up with further achievements and that is 
exactly what our Ladies have done.

A fi ne start
They started last season with a 46-17 victory for the 

Development XV against Birmingham Exiles. That match 
saw Beth Woodward and Phoebe Howles both score 
hat tricks from 12 and 13 respectively as the Ladies 
kicked off their season in fi ne style. That was the fi rst 
of eight matches for the Development XV with the side 
going on to secure victory in all eight, demonstrating the 
strength-in-depth of women’s rugby here at Kenilworth.

From there, attentions turned to the league and 
their fi rst match in Women’s NC Midlands 1 against Five 
Ways Old Edwardians at Glasshouse Lane. In a tough 
encounter, our Ladies came out on top to secure their 
fi rst of 13 victories, a run that would continue until the 
fi nal match of season.

The league campaign saw the Ladies come up 
against a number of challenging sides but a series 
of impressive victories, including those away to 
Lutterworth and Five Ways Old Edwardians in particular, 
ensured that the Ladies would fi nish top of the league. 
Despite their fi nal day defeat to Olney, the side were on 
the brink of a second-successive promotion.

A memorable Cup campaign
Undoubtedly the biggest story of the Ladies’ 

season was their participation in the Intermediate 
Cup in which they played both more established and 
higher-ranked sides. Cup competitions often produce 
the most exciting, dramatic rugby for both players and 
spectators alike and the Ladies’ Intermediate Cup 
campaign was no exception. 

The opening two rounds saw the Ladies secure 
comprehensive victories against fellow Women’s NC 
Midlands 1 sides Old Northamptonians (55-10) and 
Five Ways Old Edwardians (81-5). They then faced their 
fi rst real challenge of their Cup campaign with a trip to 
Wymondham Wasps in Norfolk. Despite facing a side 
in the league above them away from home, the Ladies 
were more than up to the challenge and came away 
with a 23-17 victory to see them reach the quarter fi nals.

It was at this stage that the Ladies really showed 
what they’re made of when Barnsley travelled to 
Kenilworth for what became a Glasshouse Lane thriller. 
In Barnsley, Kenilworth faced a side with a similar story 
to Kenilworth’s having secured back-to-back promotions 
after their formation three years’ before. Having found 
themselves 19-7 down at the break, three second half 
tries gave Kenilworth the lead. Barnsley then crossed 
in the dying minutes but the missed conversion in injury 
time gave our Ladies a thrilling victory.

That result saw them take on Bury St Edmunds in 
the semi fi nals in another match that had more than its 
fair share of drama. With the scores level at the break, 
Bury put themselves in a commanding position with 

a 24-12 lead with less than ten minutes to play. The 
Ladies did not give up, however, with Sophie Henry and 
Stav Williams taking them to within two points of the 
visitors. Williams then crossed once again deep into 
injury time to give her side another dramatic victory and 
book their place in an historic fi rst Cup fi nal in front of 
a jubilant home crowd.

The final saw the Ladies travel to Cheshunt 
RFC to take on Supermarine Ladies from Women’s 
Championship 1 North. While the result did not go their 
way, with Supermarine Ladies securing a 57-5 victory, 
the Ladies put in a strong performance against tough 
opposition with Henry scoring a superb fi rst half try. 
Disappointment turned to delight just moments after 
the match, however, when the Ladies were informed of 
their automatic promotion to Women’s Championship 
2 for this season.

Representing Warwickshire 
On top of their league and Cup successes, the 

Ladies also had a record eleven players selected to 
represent Warwickshire in Division 2 of the Gill Burns 
County Championship. Alexandra Clay, Beth Woodward, 
Claire Roberts, Abi Minor, Lexi Mackee, Phoebe Howles, 
Rebecca Hill, Siobhan Allison-Moore, Henry and Williams 
all received call ups while Kenilworth centre and full back 
Felicity Baldwin captained the side for the tournament.

New faces
Recruitment has been key to Kenilworth’s success 

and a number of players that joined the club last year 
have played a signifi cant role. Henry proved to be 
a try-scoring machine, while Rebecca Lewis, Fran 
Dargan, Kirsty Davie and Williams all made signifi cant 
contributions. The side was also led superbly by captain 
Rebecca Hill who has once again been an excellent 
leader of the side, guiding the team through their most 
successful season in style.

As the Ladies look ahead to this season, they can 
be incredibly proud of their achievements to date. The 
rate of their progression has been phenomenal and they 
are now in the process of establishing themselves as 
one of the most competitive newly-formed women’s 
rugby teams in the country. 

The challenge ahead
Success always brings new challenges and this 

season will see the Ladies compete in Women’s 
Championship 2 Midlands against sides such as 
Lichfield Ladies IIs, Wymondham Wasps Ladies 
and Bletchley Ladies. However, the most eagerly-
anticipated matches will see Kenilworth take on local 
rivals Old Leamingtonians Ladies both home and 
away in what are expected to be two hotly-contested 
encounters.

The Ladies achievements are the result of an 
incredible amount of hard work both on and off the 
pitch, with the dedication and expertise of head coach 
Tim Burden allowing the team to continually grow and 
develop. There is no doubt that the 2017/18 season has 
been their best yet and judging by their achievements so 
far, the next twelve months could be incredibly exciting!

Rebecca Hill

Jodie Turpin

Stav Williams 
scores the winner in 

the Cup semi fi nal

Ladies’ Stats & Awards
First XV: Played 20, W18, L2; Pts for - 790, Agst - 294
Top Kicker:  Rebecca Lewis - 98 (46c, 2p)
Top Try Scorer:  Phoebe Howles (25)
Development XV: Played 7, W7, L2; Pts for - 285, Agst - 20
Top Kicker:  Rebecca Hill - 30 (15c)
Top Try Scorers:  Siobhan Allison-Moore &  
 Phoebe Howles (5)
Players’ Player of the Year:  Helena Alison-Moore
Coach’s Player of the Year:  Rebecca Lewis
Best Forward:  Fran Dargan
Best Back:  Beth Woodward
Most Improved Player:  Aisling Straver
Chairwoman’s 
Recognition Award:  Rebecca Hill
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Kenilworth Colts 2017/18

After a gap of two years, we were pleased to 
introduce our U16s from 2016 into Colts rugby. The 
initial numbers were low due to a lack of older players 
and some playing School rugby up to December. 
However, with an initial recruitment programme, we 
were pleased to announce our fi rst playing team on 
the 23rd September with a friendly against Southam. 
Following on from that, we played 21 further fi xtures 
with a tour to Teddington rugby in London as an end 
of season event. 

The squad numbers improved as the season 

progressed with a number of U18s re-joining the squad 
and the introduction of a number of the current U16 
players who joined due to the demise of their squad. 
Their input is vital in maintaining a strong squad and 
putting the 2108/19 season in an exciting position with 
their strong contribution.

The team won in excess of 50% of their fi xtures 
with notable improvement after Christmas. With a bit 
more game management this statistic could have been 
better with last-minute defeats in two games against 
Broadstreet and Earlsdon. However overall the standard 
and determination of the squad was fi rst class and looks 
extremely promising for next season with the loss of 
only a few players due to age and the introduction 
of the U16s. As was reiterated at the end of season 
presentation, the team spirit is second to none.

End of season presentation announced a number 
of well-deserved winners with Will Owen kindly 
presenting the awards:

• Forward of year Finn Nicholas

• Back of year Will Morgan

• Coach-player of year Jack Rawlins

• Manager’s player of year Rob Poulter

All in all, it has been an exciting, fun and eventful 
season and what to us all Colts rugby is all about. 
Thanks to coaches Danny Rawlins, Glynn Owen and 
Chris Sibley. Bring on 2018/19 for the Colts and a 
merger with the Barbarians as part of a new Kenilworth 
Rugby Academy to introduce further U17 -U23 matches.

Andrew Whiting Wealth Consultancy LLP are delighted to sponsor 
Kenilworth Rugby Football Club. 

We provide an experienced wealth management service and offer 
specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:

• Investment planning

• Retirement planning

• Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact Andrew Whiting on:

Tel: 0121 215 0926 · email: Andrew.Whiting@sjpp.co.uk 
web: www.andrewwhiting.co.uk

Senior Debuts
Pictured are Jack Rawlins and Ryka Sehkavati, who 

both made their Senior debuts last season. Ryka came 
off the bench in the 1st XV away game at Earlsdon 
and had a workmanlike and impressive spell at back 
row, with Jack starring for the 2nd XV at scrum half, 

playing an important role in the team’s run to the Warks 
Shield fi nal and also going on the bench for the 1st XV 
in their semi-fi nal.

They, along with other Colts, will play an increasing 
part in the Senior teams this coming season as we 
look to build on the fantastic work undertaken by Colts 
coaches John Brown and Danny Rawlins.
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Two/three bedroom, air-conditioned 
town-house for rent in Carvoeiro on 
the Algarve some forty five minutes 
drive from Faro airport and just to the 
east of Portimao. Check what 
Carvoeiro has to offer at 
www.carvoeiro.com.
The property comprises a fully fitted 
kitchen with washer, dishwasher etc, 
two bathrooms, two large bedrooms, 

one small box room, a lounge/dining 
room leading to a large terrace with 
brick built BBQ and views out to the 
sea. There is a shared pool.
It is situated some fifteen minutes 
walk from Carvoeiro town centre and 
beaches and is an ideal centre for a 
walking, golfing or beach holiday with 
lots of activities for kids (water parks, 
zoo marine park etc). 

Property to rent 
in Carvoeiro, Algarve

Information on dates and costs from:
Willie Whitesmith on 01926 859465 or w.whitesmith@sky.com

Visit: www.casacaracol.co.uk
Special rate for KRFC programme readers!

KRFC FIXTURE LIST 2018/19
 1st XV  2nd XV Colts Ladies (Sunday, 2pm)

25th Aug War Cup   

1st Sept War Cup   Stratford (a) 

8th Sept  Old Laurentian (a) Old Laurentian (h) Leamington (h) West Bridgford (h)

15th Sept Rugby St Andrews (h)   Newbold (a) Bletchley (h)

22nd Sept Int Cup 1   Old Leamingtonians (h) 

29th Sept Silhillians (a) Silhillians (h) Barkers Butts (a) Cup

6th Oct Barkers Butts (h) B Butts (a), or Shield Earlsdon (h) Lichfi eld Ladies II (a)

13th Oct Int Cup 2   Broadstreet (a) Buckingham Swans (a)

20th Oct Earlsdon (a) Earlsdon (h)  

27th Oct Evesham (h) Shield Old Laurentian (h) Cup

3rd Nov Southam (a) Southam (h) Nuneaton (a) Old Leamingtonians (h)

10th Nov Int Cup 3 Rugby Lions (a) Old Coventrians (a) 

17th Nov Kidderminster (a) Shield 1/4  Birmiingham Moseley (a)

24th Nov Int Cup 4 Broadstreet (h)  Wymondham Wasps (h)

1st Dec Leamington (h) Leamington (a) Leamington (a) 

8th Dec Nuneaton Old Eds (a) Nuneaton Old Eds (h) Newbold (h) Bletchley (a)

15th Dec Old Coventrians (h) Stratford (a) Old Leamingtonians (a) Cup

5th Jan Rugby St Andrews (a)   Barkers Butts (h) Lichfi eld Ladies II (h)

12th Jan Silhillians (h) Silhillians (a) Earlsdon (a) Buckingham Swans (h)

19th Jan Int Cup 5   

26th Jan Barkers Butts (a) B Butts (h), or Shield 1/2  

2nd Feb Earlsdon (h) Earlsdon (a)  Old Leamingtonians (a)

9th Feb Int Cup Rugby Lions (h)  

16th Feb Evesham (a) Broadstreet (a) Broadstreet (h)  Cup 1/4

23rd Feb Int Cup    Birmingham Moseley (h)

2nd Mar Southam (h) Southam (a) or Shield fi nal Old Laurentian (a)  Wymondham Wasps (a)

9th Mar Kidderminster (h)  Stratford (h) Nuneaton (h) 

16th Mar Int Cup 1/4    West Bridgford (a)

23rd Mar Leamington (a) Leamington (h)  Cup 1/2

30th Mar Nuneaton Old Eds (h) Nuneaton Old Eds (a) Old Coventrians (h) play off

6th Apr Old Coventrians (a)    play off

13th Apr Old Laurentian (h) Old Laurentian (a) Stratford (h) Cup fi nal

20th Apr Int Cup 1/2   

27th Apr league play off

4th May Int Cup Final

Please note that 3rd XV/Pirates games will be arranged during season.
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Contact: Paul Phillips, Club Steward 
Tel: 07735270245  email: steward@kenilworthrugby.co.uk

Well set out with its own private bar 

Capacity 80 dining, 100 buffet

Ideal for parties, birthdays and other celebrations 

Suitable for conferences and meetings 

Refurbished to a high quality

Ample car parking

Kitchen facility · Dance fl oor

FUNCTION ROOM
FOR HIRE
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CCCOOMMMMERCIAL AGENCY

E./ agency@holtcommercial.co.uk  T./ 024 7655 5180
www.holtcommercial.co.uk

Head office - Holt Court 16 Warwick Row Coventry CV1 1EJ
Birmingham office - Victoria House 114-116 Colmore Row Birmingham B3 3BD
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Kenilworth Minis & Juniors

U12’s Tour to Devon
The U12s took a squad of seventeen players to 

North Devon for their fi rst ever tour. They played in 
the famous Devon Rocks tournament involving teams 
from the Midlands and south of England and South 
Wales. The standard of play was very high and, despite 
a serious injury to our fastest player in match 1, we 
progressed to the fi nal of the Trophy Competition where 
we lost to a strong and fresher team from Hayward’s 
Heath who had had a bye in their semi-fi nal.

The tournament was superbly organised and we 
stayed at a fantastic venue just outside Bude. The 
weather was perfect and all the boys and their families 
had a great time. Our organisers are now looking at 
options for next year.  David Edwards

U13’S TOUR REPORT - SUN SHINES ON 
THE (KENIL) WORTHY!

And so to Wimbourne- a stunning day, a hard pitch 
and two teams to play back to back. Despite the injuries 
coming thick and fast and a hot energy-sapping day the 
boys stood  up and fought for themselves in the fi rst 
game and despite missing out in that one bounced back 
to secure an excellent draw in the second. After their 
fi ll of sausage, beans and chips at the very friendly and 
hospitable Wimbourne club, the boys were ready for 
an afternoon of water activity in the pool.

The storm clouds gathered at the evening beach 
rendezvous and was it Judge Mooney’s gavel and block 
or a clap of thunder that made the fi rst noise? He is the 
toughest Judge on the circuit and he didn’t disappoint. 

Pizza’s arrived and the competition to eat the 
most slices began - I think the seagulls won as the 
boys invented a new sport of pizza slice throwing. As 
darkness fell the log fi re could be seen from space 
and the fl ames turned blue as the Barbie mascot was 
consigned to the flames to create the “2018 Tour 
Ashes”. The rains fi nally came and it was time to retire 
to the caravans. 

After an overnight monsoon, we were greeted on 
the fi nal day by blue skies, slightly cooler temperatures 
and a slightly softer pitch. Then the champagne rugby 
began - two excellent performances. And so it sadly 
came to an end - the sun shone, the team shone and 
the parents and coaches beamed at what they had 
witnessed on the fi nal day.  Andrew Baines

WARWICKSHIRE U15 CUP – WINNERS 
KENILWORTH U15’S!

At the end of the season, Kenilworth U15’s lined 
up against Silhillians U15’s (unbeaten for four years!) 
to contest the inaugural fi nal of the U15 Warwickshire 
Junior Cup. Kenilworth’s route to the fi nal went without 
conceding a try.

From the kick-off, the teams were evenly matched. 
Good work by the forwards saw the fi rst sustained 
pressure on the Silhillians try line before Josh Marsden 
forced his way over for the opening try. Kenilworth’s 
defence was outstanding and, despite the size and 
ability of Silhillians backs, they keep them under 
constant pressure. This pressure eventually led to 
a fumbled Silhillians pass being intercepted by Finn 
Yallop who broke through the Silhillians defence 
to score under the posts, Will Woolvine added to 
conversion to secure a 12-0 lead. Silhillians continued 
to press forward and were rewarded with a converted 
late in the fi rst half. The fi rst half took its toll on 
Kenilworth with Tom Miles, Dylan Hunter and Keiran 
Behan all leaving the fi eld. Silhillians started the second 
half as they had fi nished the fi rst and Kenilworth worked 

hard defensively to maintain their lead. They had a try 
but the young referee disallowed it, coming back for a 
Kenilworth penalty. The third decisive Kenilworth try 
came midway through the second half and followed 
hard work by the forwards to win turnover-ball and Finn 
Yallop crossing for his second try, again unconverted. 
Kenilworth had weathered the storm and their fi tness 
levels were now starting to tell and the fi nal try was 
scored by Cameron Holden, following a beautifully 
timed pass and a great attacking line, Cameron broke 
through the Silhillians defence, and evaded three 
further defenders before touching down between the 
posts, Will Woolvine added the conversion taking the 
score to 24-7 and with fi ve minutes to go, and the game 
was won. This victory caps another successful season 
for the team and their fourth straight Cup Final victory 
having already won the Prima Cup at U10 and Land 
Rover Cups at U11 and U12. The club is very proud 
of them! Peter Cox
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www.mollyolly.co.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MollyOllys

Twitter: www.twitter.com/MollyOllys

Just Giving: www.justgiving.com/mollyollywishes

Text: 70070 MOLL01+ £10 to donate

Supporting the 
lives of children 

with terminal or life 
threatening illnesses

Professional, enterprise IT support, consultancy
and services for small to midsize businesses.

IT t lt
IT Services

info@binaryblue.co.uk

www.binaryblue.co.uk

01789 330950
James Middleton • Richard Horsleyy
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